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1475 
The 
world’s first 
coffee shop 
opens in 
Constantinople. 
1607 
Coffee is introduced to the New 
World by Captain John Smith, 
founder of Virginia at Jamestown. 
1652 
The first coffeehouse opens in 
England. Coffeehouses are called 
"penny universities" (a penny is 
charged for admission and a cup 
of coffee). The word “TIPS” is 
coined in an English coffee 
house:  A sign reading “To Insure 
Prompt Service” (TIPS) was place 
by a cup.  Those           desiring 
prompt service and better seating 
threw a coin into a tin. 
1723 
Coffee Plants are introduced in the 
Americas for cultivation. Gabriel 
de Clieu, a French naval officer, 
transports a seedling to Martin-
ique. By 1777, 1920                  
million coffee plants are                   
cultivated on the island. 
1822 
The prototype of the first espresso 
machine is created in France. 
1908 
The invention of the world’s first 
drip coffeemaker: Melitta Bentz 
makes a filter using blotting               
paper.  
1938 
Nescafé instant coffee is                         
invented by the Nestlé company 
as it assists the Brazilian                    
government in solving its coffee 
surplus problem. 
1995 
Coffee is the world’s most                    
popular beverage. More than 400 
billion cups are consumed each 
year. It is a world                                
commodity that is second only to 
oil.  



   Another interesting situation at 
the little church where I learned 
how to sing was having your dad 
as the preacher.  This created 
some interesting situations at 
best, and some pretty darn     
uncomfortable ones at worst.  Of 
course my dad could view the 
entire congregation during his 
sermons, including yours truly.   
While all the other kids who sat 
in the back of the church could 
get away with murder because 
their parents were sitting several 

pews closer to the front and 
unlike popular myth did not have 
eyes in the back of their heads, 
my whispering, pinching, hitting, 
note passing and other malfea-
sance went on in full view of my 
dad.  Looking back, I realize he 
probably overlooked almost                
everything he saw and gave me 
quite a bit of rope.  One day he’d 
had enough, though.  He 
stopped in the middle of his    
sermon and told me to go sit by 
my mother – he used my entire 
name too and was gritting his 
teeth as I remember it.  You 
could have heard a pin drop as I 
slowly trudged up the aisle to 
where my mom was located.  My 
shame was public and entirely 
unfair – at least to me it was.  
Why God had stuck me with a 
preacher for a dad I could not 
understand.  I did eventually 
grow out of this stupidity, though 
I continue to persist in other 
forms of stupidity to this day just 
to keep in practice. 

   One of the things my dad did 
do for me was to help me learn 
to sing and read music.  We 
used “shape notes” hymnbooks 
and even now I can read this 
sort of music better than any 
other type.  He would often ask 
me and others to sing at church 
– without warning, too.  This 
was hard, but one of the                 
reasons I am able to step out 
onto the Esquire stage every 
Wednesday without breaking 
into an unreasonable sweat is 
because I did it Sunday after 
Sunday due to these requests.  
I had no idea God was                       
preparing me for the Esquire 
stage at the time, but isn’t it                    
interesting that even then God 
knew I’d need to be able to do 
what I’m doing now, and even 
then was getting me ready. 
 
Well, we’ve started this story 
together, 
but you’ll 
have to 
wait till 
next time 
to hear 
more of it. 

Continued from January 2008 

   It's ideal to be able to spend many hours every week 
with your spouse. However, there are always weeks 
when that seems impossible. You might be working late 
or going to sleep early after being up all night with a sick 
child. We all have obligations outside our relationship. 
When you don't have as much time to spend with one 
another as you would like, there are ways to maximize 
your time together: 

· Keep the TV set off in the evenings. You are much 
more likely to talk with each other when there are no 
distractions.  

· Take a walk together in the evenings. Even if you 
are too tired to talk, it will help you feel closer to 
each other.  

· Spend 10 minutes every evening talking about each 
other's day. Even if you don't have a chance to see 
each other that much, you will at least know what the 
other person has been doing.  

· Eat breakfast together in the morning. Even if you are 
rushed and only have 10 minutes, sitting together at 
the table will make you feel like you are starting your 
day as a team.  

· Talk with each other once each day on the tele-
phone. A five-minute conversation helps couples 
connect and will be time well spent.  

   Doing these small things won't take much time, but 
each one of them will help you feel closer to each other. 
When you don't have a lot of extra time, you need to 
make the most of the time that you do have. 


